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Our ref: BEN GROOT/GEN1/0002 
Date:  27 JUNE 2020 
 

VARIOUS CLIENTS OF GVS LAW 

        

Dear Sir / Madam  

 

Re: RELAXATION OF CERTAIN ALERT LEVEL 3 REGULATIONS 

 

1. We refer to the above as well as the latest regulations issued by the Minister for Co-operative 

Governance and Traditional Affairs on Thursday 26 June 2020 (“the regulations”) 

 

2. The regulations amend certain aspects of the current Alert Level 3-regulations, to the extent 

as set out more fully below. There are still issues that remain uncertain, specifically relating to 

sit-down meals at restaurants, for which further directions are still to be issued. Even though 

the Minister of Tourism, who is responsible for this sector, addressed the media yesterday, the 

directives have not yet been published, but is anticipated to be published on Monday.  

 
3. Firstly, exercise may now take place in groups of four people or less, whilst adhering to health 

protocols and social distancing measures. Exercise is still to take place between 6h00 and 

18h00. 

 
4. Travel for leisure purposes is now allowed, to the extent that a person remains in the same 

province.  Formally accredited and licensed accommodation may also re-open with immediate 

effect. Therefore, one will be allowed to stay in licensed self-catering accommodation, B&B’s 

or hotels, in the same province where one is residing. This is, in our view, good news for the 

tourism sector.  

 

5. Conferences and meetings for business purposes are also now allowed, but are limited to no 

more than 50 people physically present at the meeting or conference. Again, health protocols 

and social distancing measures must be adhered to. Furthermore, directives are to be issued 

by the Minister.  

 

6. Cinemas and theatres may also re-open, but may not have more than 50 people present. In 

the case of cinemas, tickets may only be sold through a “booking system” – presumably of an 
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electronic or online nature. With regard to theatres, performers and crew is limited to 15 

persons, which includes crew responsible for recording or live-streaming. Again directives are 

to be issued by the Minister. It is unclear whether the limitation to 50 persons include staff 

members for e.g. issuing tickets, selling snacks, projectionist (in the case of cinemas), cleaning 

staff and the like. Our view is that the limitation excludes those staff members, if one takes into 

account the directives in respect of business premises that allows for one person per 2.25m2 

of floor space, which includes both staff and patrons to the business. In the case of theatres, 

therefore our view is that the limit of 15 persons for the performers and crew excludes cleaning 

staff and ticketing staff. It remains, however, a grey area. 

 
7. The amended regulations also provide for the reopening of casinos, subject to the directives 

to be issued. Casinos are restricted to “the number of persons allowed in the casino to not 

more than 50 percent of the available floor space, with patrons observing a distance of at least 

one and a half meters from each other”. Our understanding of this wording is that there should 

therefore be an allowance of 4.5m2 per person allowed in the casino. This may be increased 

in the directives to be issued.  

 

8. Sporting activities may also resume, subject to directives from the Minister. So to may 

museums, libraries, galleries and archives reopen, once directives have been issued. 

Restaurants may also re-open for sit-down meals, once directives have been issued.   

 

9. Please do not hesitate to contact us, should you wish to discuss any aspect hereof.  

 

Yours faithfully 

 

 

 

Ben Groot 

083 287 0909 

GVS LAW 


