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Our ref: BEN GROOT/GEN1/0002 
Date:  29 DECEMBER 2020 
 

VARIOUS CLIENTS OF GVS LAW 

        

Dear Sir / Madam  

 

Re: UPDATED DISASTER REGULATIONS: 29 DECEMBER 2020 

 

1. We refer to the above as well as the regulations published by Government today in the 

Government Gazette No 44044, pertaining to second wave of COVID-19 infections and the 

resultant amended Level 3 status, as it applies from 00h01 today.  

 

2. In this letter, we intend to give a brief description of the most important aspects of these new 

regulations, as well as our interpretation of their effect.  

 

3. As in the past, the regulations published under the previous alert levels remain in place, and 

the new regulations merely add or amend these regulations. This means that all definitions, 

offences, and the like remain.  

 
4. All of the general measures remain in place to combat the spread of COVID-19, as set out 

previously, such as social distancing, mandatory wearing of face masks when in public, and 

the like. It seems as if these will now be more strictly enforced. Also, any person not wearing 

a face mask in public commits a criminal offence, and may, upon conviction, be liable to 

imprisonment or a fine, or both.   

 

5. The existing curfew has again been amended, and people both inside and outside the declared 

hotspots may not leave their homes between 21h00 and 6h00, unless they are in possession 

of a Form 7-permit, or if it is a medical or security emergency.  

 

6. Restaurants, pubs and similar types of gathering places have to close by 20h00, to allow staff 

to return home by 21h00. Restaurants are again limited to 50 persons at a time.  

 
7. Permitted attendance at funerals is again reduced to 50 persons, and not more than 50% of 

the venue’s capacity is to be used if the venue is too small to hold 50 persons whilst 
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maintaining social distancing. Night vigils and after-funeral gatherings are still not allowed. A 

further new rule is now introduced, in that the duration of a funeral may not exceed two hours.   

 
8. Social gatherings at religious institutions, political events, and traditional council meetings, are 

prohibited for a period of two weeks. Cinemas, theatres, casinos, gyms, museums and the like 

are limited to 50 people indoors and 100 people outdoors, provided that no more than 50% of 

the premises’ capacity is to be used if the venue is too small to hold 100 persons whilst 

maintaining social distancing.  

 
9. All beaches, rivers, dams, and lakes in hotspot areas, as well as their recreational facilities, 

are closed to the public. Only beaches in non-hotspot areas, being the Northern Cape 

province, remain open, and these beaches are only open to the public from 06h00 to 19h00. 

Fishermen with valid fishing permits are still allowed on the beaches for fishing purposes.  

 
10. National and provincial parks, as well as other parks, zoos and aquariums where access is 

controlled, remain open to the public, but only from 09h00 to 18h00. All public swimming pools 

are closed.  

 
11. As far as hotels, lodges, B&B’s, resorts and timeshare facilities are concerned, these may now 

operate at 100% capacity. Social distancing must of course also be observed.  

 

12. Law enforcement officials are entitled to order that any gathering in contravention of the 

regulations disperse immediately, and, if the people at the gathering refuse to do so, 

appropriate action within the confines of the law may be taken, including arresting any 

attendees.  

 
13. Another aspect of importance to many people is the sale of liquor. Both on-consumption and 

off-consumption sale of liquor are prohibited. Wine tastings are also prohibited, as is the 

transport of any alcohol. These restrictions are the same for hotspots and other areas.  

 

14. Businesses may continue with full operations, as permitted by the regulations, save for the few 

businesses still prohibited, such as night clubs and international cruise ships. Sector-specific 

health protocols that have been issued remain in place, and may still be issued or amended.  

 
15. Lastly, inter-provincial travel has not been prohibited. Therefore, people who are currently on 

holiday may return home as and when they planned to do so, as hotels, lodges, etc remain 

open, as stated in par 11 above.  

 
16. We trust that you find the above of assistance. Please do not hesitate to contact us, should 

you wish to discuss any aspect hereof.  

 

Yours faithfully 

 

 

Ben Groot 

083 287 0909 

GVS LAW 


